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Gambling Treatment Diversion Court
Not just a Drug Court track!

Judge Cheryl Moss (Ret.)
Eighth Judicial District Court

Stefanie Hui, MSCP, MA, LADC
Specialty Courts Coordinator
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What is Gambling Court?
Gambling Treatment Diversion Court is a court
supervised comprehensive outpatient treatment program
for defendants in the criminal justice system with
gambling problems and other addictive behaviors.
Treatment-focused:
Treatment includes individual and group counseling
focused on problem gambling, substance abuse and
mental health counseling, wellness education, peer
support and drug and alcohol testing as indicated.
Additional services include residential treatment, intensive
outpatient treatment, anger management and impulse
control groups, gender specific and trauma treatment,
grief & loss treatment, treatment targeting criminal
behavior, and family therapy.
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In Memory of Judge Farrell…
• Judge Farrell's research initiatives in this area are
focused on establishing the first national protocol for
the proper triage and referral to treatment of mentally
ill defendants who are also co-morbidly drug, alcohol
and/or gambling dependant in a Drug Court setting.
• 1996- First suburban Drug Court in the US
• 1997- First Domestic Violence Court in Erie County
• 2001- First Gambling Treatment Court for youths
• Board Director – National Council on Problem
Gambling
• Board Director- NY State Compulsive Gambling
Council
Source: http://gamblingcourt.org/
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In Memory of Dr. Rena Nora…
• A pioneer in the field of problem gambling
• 2005 NCPG Herman Goldman award recipient
• Board Director of National Council on Problem
Gambling and the NV Council on Problem Gambling
• Established the first certification board for Gambling
Counselors in NJ in 1981
• Board Director for the BOE for Alcohol, Drug, and
Gambling Counselors
• Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at UNLV
• 25 years of hands on treatment for problem gamblers
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Gambling Treatment Diversion Court
Est. November 2018

• NRS 458a was added to the Nevada Revised
Statutes since 2009
• GTDC was created as a Specialty Courts
model in 2018, with the support of Chief Judge
Linda Bell
• Based on an Adult Drug Court model
• Honorable Judge Cheryl Moss advocated for
the development of a modernized approach for
individuals with gambling disorders who
become involved in the legal justice system.
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WHAT IS IT? – the legal explanation
• Voluntary program
• Defendant’s conviction/sentence is deferred while
participating in GTDC
(Does not place defendant on probation)

• Defendant will participate in problem gambling treatment
• Defendant will agree to pay restitution
• Length of program is 18-36 months
• If Defendant successfully completes the program the
conviction is dismissed
• If Defendant does NOT complete the program, then
defendant is returned to referring District Court Judge for
sentencing
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WHO IS ELIGIBLE?- the legal explanation
• Instant Offense: Defendant must have committed the crime in furtherance or as a
result of problem gambling. See NRS 458A.210
• Cannot be a crime against the person or a child
• Cannot be a sexual offense or domestic violence
• Prior Offense(s):
• Cannot have 2 or more prior convictions of the above. See NRS 458A.210(2)
• Cannot have 3 or more prior felony convictions
• Pending Offenses: Cannot have any pending felony offenses. See NRS 458A.210(3)
• Probation or Parole: If Defendant is currently on probation or parole for a separate
offense, then the Defendant can request GTDC for new offense so long as P&P
consents or Court may order after hearing P&P objections. See NRS 458A.210(4)
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ELIGIBLITY HEARING?- the legal explanation
• The District Court has sole discretion to determine whether a person should
participate in GTDC. See NRS 458A.220
• The State or Defense do not have to stipulate to this program.

• At the hearing, the District Court should rely on the findings of a mental health
professional examination to determine:
• (1) whether the defendant is a problem gambler;
• (2) whether the defendant committed the crime in furtherance or as a result of problem
gambling; and
• (3) whether the defendant is likely to be rehabilitated through treatment

• If the District Court finds the defendant meets the above 3 criteria, then the Court may
send him/her to the GTDC program.
• If the District Court does NOT find the defendant meets the criteria, then he/she will be
sentenced in the ordinary course.
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COMPLETION - the legal explanation
• Successful completion of program must result in dismissal of
defendant’s conviction. See NRS 458A.240(1).
• Only exception to mandatory dismissal is if the defendant
already has 2 or more prior felony convictions.
• If defendant does not successfully complete the GTDC
program in the 18-36 months, then the case will return to the
District Court for sentencing or transfer to a more suitable
program depending on treatment recommendations. See NRS
458A.240.

9

9

Click
to know…?
edit Master title style
Did you
• An estimated jail cost is $135 per day, per inmate
• 89 successful graduates saves $12,015 a night and more than
$4.3 million a year in incarceration costs
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“

If the [mental] illness helps lead the individual
into the criminal justice system, the mental
healthcare system should be part of the solution.”
(Yerramsetti, Simons, Coonan, & Stolar, 2017)
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Specialty Courts
...where “legal” meets treatment…
• Based on the Adult Drug Court Best
Standard of Practice and the National
Association of Drug Court Professionals
(NADCP) evidence-based standards.
• Other states have experimented with
pretrial gambling diversion programs but
not a court specifically dedicated to
problem gamblers.
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DSM-5 Diagnostic Criteria: Gambling Disorder
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Problem
Gambling
Preoccupation

thinking of ways to get money with which to gamble.

the DSM-5 definition:

Tolerance

Needs to gamble with increasing amounts of money to
achieve the desired excitement

Withdrawal

Is restless or irritable when attempting to cut down or
stop gambling.

Escape

Gambles as a way to escape from problems or to
relieve feelings of helplessness, guilt, anxiety or
depression.

Chasing Losses

After losing money gambling, often returns another day
in order to get even.

Lying

Lies to conceal the extent of involvement with gambling.

Loss of Control

Has made repeated unsuccessful efforts to control, cut
back or stop gambling.

Relationships

Has jeopardized or lost a significant relationship, job,
educational or career opportunity because of gambling.

Bailout

Has relied on others to provide money to relieve a
desperate financial situation caused by gambling.
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…the
personal
”In the beginning, I gambled because
it was fun. It was magical the way

"I continued to gamble to ease my pain.
The pain of lost money, lost time, lost self-

gambling freed me from the worries of

respect, and the pain of losing control.

everyday living. When I was tense,

With every futile attempt to stop came

gambling relaxed me. When I was angry,

more frustration, pain, anger, and

gambling calmed me down. When I was

depression.

happy, I celebrated by gambling. Over

The end result was always the same as I

time, gambling became the only coping

drove home, hating myself and swearing I

mechanism I knew. When my financial

would never do it again.“

problems grew and the stress
overwhelmed me, I convinced myself
that one more bet would solve my
problem.”
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• After determination of criteria and eligibility has been met,
participants are accepted into the GTDC program.
• This includes…
• Mandatory court attendance every other week or as scheduled
• Complete abstinence from gambling
• Mental Health Counseling
• Support Groups
• Restitution agreement
• Financial transparency and budgeting
• Financial monitoring (Bank statements, credit cards, etc.)
• Random drug testing
• Location monitoring
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• Participant 1 - Caucasian female in her 50s. Charged with 2 counts theft for embezzling
$542,000 from her employer (a small business) due to gambling. Restitution owed is amount of
theft.
• Participant 2 - Caucasian male in his 40s. Charged with 1 count theft for stealing over $32,000
from a casino where he worked, due to his gambling problem. Restitution owed is the amount
that was taken.
• Participant 3 - Asian female in her 30s. Charged with Conspiracy to Commit Burglary for trying
to steal casino chips from her workplace (a local casino), due to her gambling. Restitution
owed is $1,000. FIRST participant to graduate from GTDC on 1/22/2021.
• Participant 4 - Caucasian male in his mid-20s. Charged with 1 count theft for embezzling over
$30,000 from his employer (a small business), due to his gambling. Restitution owed is the
amount that was taken.
• Participant 5 – Military veteran from small rural town, embezzled $122,240.00 from his
employer. $500/month restitution owed. Nye County transfer.
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• Participant 6 – African American male, late 50s. 3-card monte scam. No restitution owed.
• Participant 7 - Caucasian male in his late 30s. Co-defendant of participant 6 in the 3-card
monte scam. No restitution owed. Terminated earlier this year due to new charges directly
related to gambling.
• Participant 8 – Caucasian male, burglary and grand larceny for stealing products and
merchandise from his employer (a golf course and country club) with the intent to sell the
stolen goods to pay off his gambling debt. Since all items were recovered, no restitution
owed.
• Participant 9 - Caucasian female, late 30s. Embezzled money from her past employer and
forged checks to pay off her credit cards and debts from gambling. Total restitution
$39,575.97.
• Participant 10 - Caucasian female, early 60s. Embezzled money from her employers to
gamble. Total restitution is $982,209.00.
All participants were assessed by a Qualified Mental Health Professional who is licensed
and certified. All participants were clinically diagnosed with a Gambling Disorder.
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Participant
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Today…
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• As we create our GTDC handbook and policy
and procedures, we seek and welcome
partnerships within the community in order to
better advocate, educate, and learn ourselves.
• Great community support
• A continued learning on gambling addiction
treatment
• Support from professionals in the field as well
as those that directly deal with the gaming
industry
• Increased funding and resources
• Interest by other counties and states about
beginning their own Gambling Treatment
Diversion Courts
2020
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Questions?
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Contacts:
Judge Cheryl Moss
Email: gamblingcourtjudge@gmail.com
Gambling Treatment Diversion Court Coordinator
Stefanie Hui
Email: huis@clarkcountycourts.us
(702) 455-5302
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